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Message from the “front desk”:       Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."    John 8:12
From the Duck Pond:     The last time the power went out at night I realized just how dark it could be without light.  After calling the power company, I was told that it would be the next day before the power could be restored.  Immediately I began to look for anything that could produce light. After searching for just a few minutes, candles, a flashlight, and matches were found. Shortly thereafter, the warm glow of light reappeared.  Life seemed to return to normal...

    In this day and time, people all around us seem to be walking in the darkness of despair.  Family issues, the economy, uncertainty of the future, and the loss of jobs all seem to be clouding "the light."  

    My grandfather had a saying I have heard him say often in times of "darkness"; "Even on a cloudy day, the sun is still shining above the clouds...just wait, you will see." 

    Where is the light?  It can be found in many places.  Family, friends, and neighbors are all points of light that can help us out of the dark.  Maybe it is time we put aside our differences and try working together treating others as we would like to be treated.  

    For the Christian, Jesus Christ is our light.  The gospel of John says that Jesus came into the world as the Light of the world. For all who call themselves Christian, being the “light” is simply being like Jesus in all situations.  Remember; don’t fear the darkness…the Light has overcome it forever!     

    I know the light is still shining in the hearts of the people everywhere.  Like the little children's song:

                    "This little light of mine,

                       I'm gonna let it shine.

                     This little light of mine,

                       I'm gonna let it shine

                     This little light of mine,

                       I’m, gonna let it shine.

                     Let it shine!

                     Let it shine!

                     Let it shine!”







-Terry

Calendar of events:

April:          4: Burnsville, Community Event

                   5-8: Pisgah UMC, Linville Falls NC

                   17-18: Camp Tekoa: Kernersville Youth Event

                   19-21: Clarksbury UMC, Harmony NC

                   24-26: Lake Junaluska, United Methodist Men’s Event

May:           17-20: Zion Memorial UMC, Morganton NC

                   31: Bethel UMC, Old Fort

June:           1-3: Bethel UMC, Old Fort NC

                   4: Board of Directors Meeting, Morganton NC

                   26-28: CONAM, Lake Junaluska NC

August:       2-5: Louisa Chapel, Franklin NC

                    9-12: New Hope UMC, Denton, NC

September:  13-16: Temple Hill UMC, Ronda NC

                    27-29: Friendship UMC

October:      2-3: Carolina Prayer and Praise Retreat, Kannapolis, NC

A Different Way to Think


AJ Moore

Most of you who will read this have been on Terry’s mailing list for some time, so I won’t brag about how busy Terry is or with how many miles he has traveled.  To be honest Duckworth ministries is struggling right along with everybody else.  But I see a world filled with uncertainty as we watch our stocks and retirement plans going down the toilet.  Even more than that we find ourselves wondering how we are going to put food on the table and how long we can pay our daily bills.  The first thing all of us need to do is get back to basics of finance as outlined in scripture.  We need to be good stewards of what we already have.  Most of all we need to come back to our creator spending more of our time in God’s word and in prayer, instead of spending everything on toys and gadgets that we don’t have the time or energy to use in the first place.  

As both a pastor and a board member, I see these times as an opportunity to do great things for God’s kingdom and glory.  Back in July, I was moved in the great Methodist shuffle, to Yancey County; a somewhat isolated community in the North West part of NC – up in the mountains adjacent to Tennessee.  I see the unemployment and closed companies.  Yet the two churches in which I serve has found a heart for others.  The churches are helping bridge a gap between people in need.  While the economy is bad, giving is increasing, not to change numbers on the board that so many churches have; but to be involved in ministry with people through food pantries, taking members of the community to doctors, and ensuring that people around them (neighbors) have propane, heating oil or wood to stay warm.  When the world around us is in chaos we always see the numbers increase for church attendance only to drop dramatically when people feel comfortable and safe again.  But now more than ever in recent history we have the opportunity to let the people in our communities see God’s love through our actions.  We can be Christ for somebody else.  You’ve probably heard me say this before – but people don’t care what we know until they know we care.

If you are feeling a bit stressed over what the future holds or how to get through one more day I would encourage you to read Matthew 6 and Romans 8, then spend some time alone with God, for He has not left you or forsaken you.

May you find the peace and unity of Christ.

ATTENTION!    

Our new web page is now in place.  Give us a visit at terryduckworthministries.org.  Let us know what

you think!

Please help the Ministry:

     As you can see by our calendar of events we have a lot of ministry openings.  We realize that the economic situation has had an adverse effect on many things in our lives.  I hope that we will not let this temporary event affect our ministry possibilities.  Bible studies, Everyday Evangelism for Everyday People, Revivals, refreshment services, concerts, events tailored to specific needs in your church, are all available.  Please….we need your support and prayers.  Pass the word to all the other churches in your area.

Thank each of you for all you do!

“Life is real! Life is earnest;

        And the grave is not its goal;

 Dust thou art, to dust returnest,

         Was not spoken of the soul.”

                               —Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

                                     “A Psalm of Life”

_____________________________

We at Terry Duckworth Ministries are committed to full accountability of all funds.  Sending contributions to the address below insures that they will go directly to the office of the accountant.  The Board of Directors will oversee the use of all contributions to make sure there is no misuse of funds.  Would you like to support this ministry by sending a year-end contribution?
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Please tear off this portion and mail to
Terry Duckworth Ministries

                                                                  P. O. Box 5595

                                                                  Asheville, NC  28813
I would like to support Terry Duckworth Ministries monthly: $10_______ $20_______ $50_______ $100_______ Other $_________
